mu 


; A ſerious and 4 Pate SA 
OE BIS *.0; "3 * 


rdivp to the Pencil of the HOLY —_ 2 
the beſt Expoſizore : ſufficient (with the bleſſ fon 
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oe? F Til 2664? Rr: $ 7 
ned allo in the tita;7 chrſed in 
TE this body, ard in the” fruit of hi 
rou #5) inthe fioitof his  Cattel': 'Curltd 
"When he Ove. in,and curſed'alſo when he. goeth out th 
(Ted in this life,and curſed in the lift'to comezas is at large EX- 
*preſt, Dext. 28; '$o the Believer that obeys the voice of the- 
Lord, ſhall be blefſed in every thing he does, wherever he 
poes, and inwhatſoever befals Him, 'as God protalſeth in the 


former part of ghi fatne Chipter, & as 1 have j proves in the 
Eleven foregditgSeRtions. Yea,God wiltbleſsaft belong 
| unto him, for dren and poſter, Yea, traty Fat A 


"42: Alrtons and patyetical weicripuon 
ons after him,ſhall fare the better for his ſakeExod.2 0.6, Gem. 


and 26.24.and 39.5. 1 Kings 11.12.32,34.and 15.4.2 Kings 
8.19.and 19.34-1ſai.37.3 5-0 45-4. 48t.24-22. yea,the very 
place where hedwellz, perhaps the whole Kingdom he lives 
in, Gen..3g9. to 45. chap. Whereas many,yea multitudes, Num, 
25.18,Deut.1.37. & 3.26. Pſal,106.32.evena whole Army , 
ofþ.7.4,to 14. yea,his childrens children, unto the third and{ 
fourth generation,fare the worſe tor a wicked man,and an un- 
believer, Exod.20.5.:Bclides his prayers ſhall prokt many; for 
he is more prevalent with God, to take away a judgment 
from a people or a Nation,than a thouſand others, Ex.17.11, 
12,13. And hecounts it a fin to ccaſc praying for his greateſt 
and moſt malicious enemies,1 £am.12.23.though they, like 


30.27.1/ai.54.15.and 65.8.Rem.11.28.Gen.18.26,29,31,32«| 


fools, would(it they durft,or were permitted )cut him off,and 
all the race of Gods people, P/.83.4. Ejth.3.6.9,13. Which 1s 
as if one with a hatchet ſhould cut off the bough of a tree 
upon which he ſtandeth. For they are beholding to Believers 
for their very lives: yea,it is for their ſakes, and becauſe the 
number ot Chrifts Church is not yet accompliſht,that they are 
out of Hell.But to go on,as all things (viz.) poverty,impri- 
fonment,ſlander, perſecution, ſickneſs, death, temporal judg- 
ments,ſpiritual deſertions z yea, even Sin and Satan himſfclt, 
ſhall turn together for the beſt unto thoſe tlylove God, as 
you have ſen: So all things ſhall turn together for the worſt 
unto thoſe that hate God.as all unbelievers daſRom.1.30, Joh. 
15. 18.cvcn the mercy of God,and the means of Grace, ſhall 


levers, ſhall} be a juſt revenger toall unbelievers and bid the 
owe, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 
ed bis Angels, Mat.2 5, 41,46. Which fhall be an everlaſting 
- departure,not for a dayznor for ycars of days,nor for millions 
of years,but for eternity, into fuch pains as can neither be ex- 
\plcſſed. nor conceived, fade 6.7.Rev.20.10.Mat.z.12.Heb.6,2 

/ *$e#, 2.Wickednels hath but a time,a (hort time,a moment 
ez but the puniſhment of wickedneſs is beyond all 


ere ſhall be no end of plagues to the wicked man,Prov. 
| 24.20. 


rove their bane,and enhaunce their damnation : yea, Chriſts 
imſelf that only ſirmmum bonum,who is a Saviour to ill Be- | 
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24.20.Their worm ſhall not die,neither ſhall their fire be quench- 


ed Iſai.30.33.8 56.24.Mat.25.41.Mark 9.44- And therefore 


it is ſaid, The ſmoak, of their torment dath aſcend for 2ver and 
ever, Rev.4.12.and 20.10.So that if all the men thatever have 
or ſhall be created, were Briarew-like, hundred-handed, and 
ſhould at once take pens in their hundred hands,” and do no- 
thingelfe for ten hundred thouſand millions of years, but fum 
up in figures as many hundred thoutand millions as they 
could ; yet never could they reduce to a total, or conhne 
within number, this triflyllable word [_Eternal | or that word 
of four ſyllablcs { Everlaſting |. 

Now let ſuch as forget God, but ſerioufly confider this : it 
will not be an impriſonment during the Kings pleaſure, but du- 
ring the King of Kings pleaſure : It is not a captitity of ſeven- 
ty years.like that of the childrez of Iſrael in Babylon; for that 


| hadan «nd: nor like a captivity of ſeventy milions of genera- 


tioxs , for that alſv would in time be expired: but even for 
ever. The wicked ſhall live as long in Hell, as there (hall 
be a juſt God in Hraven, 

Here we mcaſure time by days,months years; but for Eter< 
nity,there is no Arithmetician can number it;zno Geometrician 
can meaſure it; For ſuppoſe the whole world wcre turned in- 
to a Mountain of ſand, and that a little Wren (hould come e- 
very thouſandth ycar,and carry away from that heap but oxs 
grain of the ſand, what an intinite number of years would be 
ſpent and expired,before the whole heap would be fetcht a= 
way ? But admit aman ſhould (tay in tarments fo long, and 
then have an cnd of his wo, it were ſome comfort to think 
that an end will come: But alas ! when (he hath tiniſhed 
this task a thouſand times over, he (hall be as far from an cud 
of his anguiſh,as ever he was the tirft hour he entred into it, 

Now, Suppoſe thou {houldit lic but one night grievouſly 
afflicted witha raging fit of the (tone, (trangury,tvoth- ach,p angs 
of travel,or the likezthough thou hadit to help and eaſe thee, 
8 ſoft bed to lic on, Friends about to comtort thee, Phyſicians to 
cure thee, all cordial and comfortable things to aſlwage thy 
pain; yet how tedious and paintul would that one night ſeem 
unto thee? How wouldit thou tofs and tumble, and turn from * 

A 2 one | 


. prophaneneſs.carthly-mindedueſs,and\the like?For indignation 


\ very one that doth evil, and continueth therein, as the Apoſtle 
 witneieth,Rom.2.8,9. O then,break off thy ſins without de- 
\ By, and let there be an healing of thy errours. 

* .. Sef.3,Neither is the extremity of pain inferiour to the per- 
\petx/ty of itzit is,a place full of horrour and amazednels,where 


one ſide to another ? Counting the Clock, eſtceming every 


minute a month, and thy preſent miſery unſupportable. What 


? - | fk hc.(c 


- Aſeorſons and pathetical Deſcription 


then will it be to lie in flames of fire? ( To which oxr fire is 
but air in compariſon) fire and brimſtone kept in the higheſt 
flame by the unquenchable wrath of God , world without 
end 3 where thou halt have nothing about thee but dark: 
neſt and borroxr wailing and wringing of hands deſperate yellings 
and guaſhing of teeth; thy old Companions in vanity and ſin, 
to baz and curſe thee , the Devils inſulting ove® thee with 
cruelty and ſcorn ; the never dying worm of conſcience, to feed 
upon thy ſoul and ficſh for ever and ever. O everlaſting eter- 
nity ! a never-dying life, an ever-living death 

W hich yet is but juſt with God; for if thou mighteſt have 
lived for ever,thou wouldſt have ſinned for ever.If God would 
everlaſtingly have ſpared thce, thou wouldtit have everlalt- 
ingly hated axdprovoked him, What then can be more e- 
qual,then that thou ſhouldſt ſuffer everlaſtingly ? 

O then bethink thy (elf of this word eternal and everlaſt- 
ing.and ponder upon it : yea,do but indced believe it, and it 
will be enough to break thine hard heart, and make it relent 
and repent,and thereby prevent the wrath to come. It will 
put thee to a demur, What havcl done? What am I now a- 
about ? Whether will this courſe tend ? How will it end? 
W hat will become of me if I goon, in chambering and wan- 
tonneſs.ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs ſtrife and envying.ſwearing, 


and wrath, tribulation, and anguiſh, ſhall be upon the ſoul of e- 


no remiſſion of lin, no diſmiſſion of pain, no intermiſſion of 
2.no permiſſion of comtort ; its torments are both #tole- 
and interminable , and can ncither be endured nor a- 
d,when entrcd into, Kev,19.20.and 20. 14. and 19. 6. 
> 5+30+ 2 Pet.2.4, Heb.10.27. Jude 6, ; 

Pargs of the firſt death are pleaſant , compared with 
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thoſe of the ſecond: For monntsins.of ſand were lighter, and: 


| millions of years ſhorter, than atithe of thoſe torments, Rev, | 
20.10. Fude 7. It-is a death which Fach no death 3 it hath 


a beginning, it hath no ending, Mat.3.12, 1/4. 66,24. 

The pain of the body,is but the body of pain, the anguiſh 
of the ſoul,is the ſoul of anguiſh: For ſhould we fir burn off 
one hand,then another,after that cach arm,and fo all the parts 
of the body, it would be deemed intolerable » and no man 
would endure it for all the protits and pleaſures this world 
can afford z and yet it is nothing to the burning of body and 
ſoul in hell.Should we endure ten thouſand years torment in 
hell,ir were grievous, but nothing to etcrnity: Should we ſuf- 
fer one pain,it were miſcrable enough z but if ever we come 
there,our pains ſhall be for number and kinds, infinitely vari- 
ous,a5 our pleaſures have been here; every ſenſe and member, 
each power and faculty,both of ſoul and body, ſhall have their 
ſeveral objeds of wretchedne(3, and that without intermiſſi- 
01, or end, ox eaſe, or patience to endure it, Luk? 12. 5. 40d 
16, 23. Mat.3.12. and $5.22. and 22. 23. 

The £chools affirm, that the leaſt torture in hell, exceeds the 
reateſt that can be deviſcd by all the men o# earth 3 even as 
the leaſt joy in heaven, ſurpaſſeth the great?ſt comfort bere ox 
earth, There is ſcarce any pain bere o# earth, but there is, 
ever ſome hope of eaſe,mitigation,or intermiſſion, of ſome re- 
lief or deliverance : but in Hel), their tormcnts are eaſeleſs , 
endleſs, and remsdileſs ; nnſufferable.and yet inevitable, and 

themſelves left hopeleſs, belpleſs, pitileſs, 

It were miſery enough to have the head-ach,tooth-ach,col-. 
lick, gout, burning in the fire; or it there be any thing more, 
gricyous: Yea,ſhould all thcſe and many more meet together / 
in one man,at one inftant,they would come inhnitely thort of; 
the pains of bell. Yca,they would all be but as the (tinging of 
Ants,to the laſhes of thoſe Scorpions, but as drops,to thole Vis" 
als of wrathzas ſparks to that flam?,as Chryſoftome ſpeaks. The: 
Furnace of Babel, was but a flea-biting to this tormenting To-., 
phet,prepared of old,1ſai.30. He bath made it deep and large the 
pile theref is fire and much w1od, the breath of the Lord liky « 
{tream of brimone. doth kjndle it,ver. 32.90 that it were happy - 
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"I _ x cervons ant patyerical wereription | 
"Tor reprobate ftivits if they were in no worſe condition,than (6 
; many Tead; or Serpents, As conſider, If a dark dungeon here - 
\ be ſo Toathſom, what is that dungeon of eternal, of ttter darks 
wefs £ If material fire beſo terrible, what is Hel-fire ? Here 
we cry out of a burning fever,or,if a very coal from the hearth 
do but light on our fleſh,O how it grieves us! we cannot held 
our finger for one minute in ſcalding lead, but there both H- 
- dy an# ſoul ſhall fry i everlaſting flames, and be continually 
tormented by infernal fiends, whoſe ſociety alone would be 
ſufficiently trightful. 
 Sedi.4. Now conlider, Is one b:urs twitche of the worm of 
conſcience here ? Yea,is one minutes twitch of a tooth pulling 
out lo unſufferable ? What is a thouſand years? What is eter- 
nity of bell torments ? If the Gluttox being in hell,in part o#- 
tyCoiz.in foul) yet cryed out, that he was borribly tormented: 
in that fiame, what think we (hall: that torment be, when body 
@#d ſoul come to be unitcd in torment 4 ſince the pains of 
Aell are more exquiſite than all the united torments that th: 
Earth can invent. Yea,the pains and ſufferings of the damned, | 
are ten thouſand times more than can be imagined by any 
Heart under heaven,and can rather (through neceſſity )be en- 
dured,than expreſſcd. It is a death never to be painted to the 
life no pen,nor pencil,nor art,nor beart,can comprehend it, 
Mat.18.8 9,10.and 25.30,Luke 16.23,24. 2 Pet.2.4. Iſai.5. 
T4.and 30.33.Proz.15.11. Yea, were all the Land paper, and 
all the water ink,evcry plant a pen, and every other creature 
a ready Writer, yet-they could not ſetdown the leaſt piece of 
the great pains of Hel-fire. : 

Now add eternity to extremity, and then conlider Hell to 
” be Hel indeed. Fer if the Ague of a year,or the Collick of a 
; -#nonth,or the Rack of a day, or the burning of an hour be fo 
LF hitter herczhow will it break the hearts of the wicked,to feel 
all theſe beyond all meaſure, beyond all time ? So that it 4 an 
Sat and bitter thing to depart from the living Gd. 

V e poor mortals (until God does bring us from under 
wowcr of Sata unto himſelf) do live in the world as it 
were not fo bot,nor the Devil (o black as indeed they are: 
land Heaven were the one 1192 worth the avoiding, the 
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other not worth the exjoying : but the heat of fire was never | 


| painted,and the Devil is more deformed than repreſented on the 


wall, There are wnexpreſible torments in Hell , as well as 
#nſpeakable joy! in Heaven, ; 1:45 

Nor will this be their caſe alone that are deſperately - 
wicked curſing and blaſpheming Drunksrds , and fhedders of 
blocd, but of all,impenitent perſons. As for inſtance;they who 


have lived in the fire of Iujt bere , muſt not think much to be 
ſcorched in the flames of bell hereafter Heb.13.4, Kev.21.8. and 


22.15. The detradGor is a devil above ground z bid tongue is 
already ſet on fire from hel, Fam.3 6.Rev.16.10,1 twwhich dors 
fadly preſage, what will be his portion for ever, unleſs repen- 
tance quench thoſe flames 3 and fo of the like offenders, Pf. 
9.17.KRev.22.1 2. As what ſays the Apoſtle 7 COT 
tors, nor thieves, nor murtherers, nor drankards, nor ſwearers, 
nor raylers, nor lyars, nor covetous perſans, nor unbeligvers,nor 
no wnrighteou perſon ſpall inberit the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
ſhall have their part and portion in that lake which burnetb 
with fire and brimſtone, which is the ſecond death, x Cor.6.9.10, 
Rev.2 1.8. which did they well contider, they durſt not cons... 
tinue in the practice of theſe fins without fear ox remorſe, or 
care of amendment. ks 

Sef.s. Now what heart would not blecd,to ſee men run 
beadlong into thoſe tortures that are thus intolerable? Dance 
boodwinkt into this perdition? O that it were allowed to the 
deſperate ruffians of our days,that ſwear and curſe, drink and . 


of | Arab,yob ſhed blood, etc, (as it Heaven were blind and deaf to 
what they do)to have but a ſight of this Hell ! how would it 


charm their mouths,appall their fpirits, ſtrike fear and altoniſ= 
ment into their bearts7Nea.it a ſinner could ſee but one glimpſe: 
of bel/,or be ſuffered to look one moment intothat fiery Li 
he would rather chuſe to die ten thouſand deaths,than wilt 
& premedirately commit one fin.Nor canl think they w 
do as they do, if they did but cither ſee or foreſee w 
ſhall one day( without ſerious and unieigged repentance; 
And indeed,therefore are wediſſolute;becauſe wedo'nd A 
what a judgment there is attcr,our diſſolution ; becaul 
make it the leaſt, and laſt thing we think on; yeagit $« deat 
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{we think to thinkwpor death ; and we cannot endure that 


 doleſuf hell which Aha us to judgment, Lam.1.9. Dent, | 


$2: 29. Oh that men would believe and conſider this ruth; 

and do accordingly. 

» | Oh that thou wouldſt —_ that there is a day of ac- 
count,a day of death,a day o iudgmentcoming, Heb.9.27, Mat. 
2 5.wherein the Lor Jeſus — on ſhall be revealed from beaven, 
with his mighty Angels,in flaming fire,to render vengeance ug- 
to them which obey bi Goſpel , and to yu them with e- 
verlaſting perdition from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of bis power,as the ___ ſpeaks,2 The. I. 7,8, 9. 
2. 15. 1/2. 33. 14. Mat. 25,46. * 

' As conſider feriouſly,I beſceech you, whether it will not be 
worth the while, ſo to foreſee the torments of hell, that you 
may prevent them: Or it otherwiſe, will you not one day wiſh 
you had, when death comes and arreRs you to appear before 
the preat and"terrible 7udge of all the world ? Luke 16.23,to 
'32.Mat,13.30,38.at which time anAſizes or Quarter-Seſſions 
thall be held within thee, where Reaſon (hall lit as Judge, and 
S$atan'(hall put in a Bill of Indifiment,as long, as that Book in 
Zachary;ehap.5.2. Ezek2.9,10. wherein ſhall be alledged all 
the evil deeds that cver theu haſt eommitzed, and all the good 
deeds that ever thou haſt omitted, with their ſeveral circum- 
ſtinces that may aggravate them, Eccleſ.11-9+and 12, lq- 2 
Cor.5.10. and all the curſes and judgments that are due to c- 
very lin. Thine own conſcience (hall accuſe thee,and thy meme- 

'ry (hall give bitter evidence againſt thee 3 and thou ſhalt con- 
 demn thyſelf, before the juſt condemnation of thy Fudge, 
;-who Knows all thy miſdeeds better than thy ſelf, Fobn 3.20. 
| Which fins of thine will not then leave thee , but cry unto 
thee We are thy works, and we will follow thee, Rev.14.1 3- 
ny, {And 'then who can (uthciently expreſs what thy griet and 
wiſh will be,when theſſummons both of the firſt aud ſecond 
tb do overtake thee at once? Prov. 1.27, And when at once 
þ(haltthink of thy 4ins paft, the preſent miſery, and the 
br of thy forments to comezand how thou haſt made earth 
Paradiſe, thy belly thy God, and Inſt thy Law ; ſo ſowing 


ih J pi reaping miſery,and tinding, that as in thy proſpert= | 


ty 


_— 


ty thou aleth<390c ſerveGod,ſo now in thy advarſityGod. 
| refuſeth to ſave thee, Prov. 1.2 4. to. 3%. Ezek/73. 55. When 
thou ſhalt call to mind the many warnings thou' haſt had of | 
this doleful day, from Chriſts faithful Ambaſſadors, and how 
dc» | thou then madeſt but a mock or jeer at it , Prov. x. 25. and ' 
ar. | think how for the ſhort ſinful pleaſures thou haſt enjoyed, 
en, | thou muſt endure eternal pains, Luke 16.24,25, and Rev. 6, | | 
'M- | 12.to 18, Which yet thou ſhalt think moſt jult and equal, fay- | 
'e= | ing,As I have deſerved, ſol am ſerved : for I wasoft enough 
om | offered mercy,yea,intreated to accept thereof;but I preferred 
9. | the plealitg of my ſenſes, before the ſaving of my ſoul, and 
more regarded the words of wicked men,and the allurements 

be | of Satan,than the word of Ged, or the motions of his holy Spi- 
ou | rit,Prov.1.24.%cMarkis.16. And ( which L would ncathes 
iſh | think upon ) Hell-fire is made more hot, by negleding fo great 
Tre | ſalvation, Heb.2.3, This is the condemnation ( faith our Savt- 
to | ou#,nons like this)that light is come into the world, and men 
ns | loved darkeſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds wereevil, 
hd | John 3.29. Now ſalvation is freely offered, but men rejed ity 

in | hereafter they would accept of ſalvation, but God will reje@ 
all | #hem,Yea,then a whole world (if thou hadfi it )tor one hours 
dd | ddlay,or reſpite, that thou mighteſt have ſpace to repent ,and 
n- | ſue unto God for mercy ; but it cannot be, becauſe thy body, 

2 | which joyned with thy ſol in thy lintul actions, is nowal- 
e- | together unfit to joyn with her in the exerciſe of —— 
0 | and repentance muſt be-of the whole may, Belides,4eath will 
n= | take no pity; the devil knows n wow the God of mercy 
e, | will have utterly forſaken thee. Then will thou ſay, O that F 
2. | had been more wiſe, or that I were now to begin my life a 
tO | gain 3 then would | conteimn the world with all its vanities? 
yea, if Satan ſhould then offer me all the treaſures, pleaſures; F 
d | and promotions of this world, he ſhould never entice me 
4 | forget the terrors of this dreadful hour, and thoſe "wor 
e | Which are to follow, Lyke'1 6.24.6. and 13.28, 
[- But, oh wretched-Eaitiff that I arh3 how hath the* 
b | and my own deceitful and.deviliſh beart deluded me 2 © 
f | howam I ſerved accordingly ? For new is my caſe m 
= _ than the molt dcipiſcd Toad or Serpent,that-pegi 
y 2, 


> oe 


"_ — 
' when it dicth; in that I muſt go to anſwer at the great Judg- 


ment Scat for all my ſins, that am not able to anſwer for one | 


of theleaſt of them, Eccleſ.12.14.Mat.18.34. that] who here- 
rofore gloried in my lawleſs liberty, am now to be encloſed 
in the very claws of Saten, as the trembling Partridge withs 
in the griping tallons of the ravening and devouringFelcon, 
O"n,curſed be the day when I w.# born, and the time wh:n my 
mother conceived me,&c. Fob 3, 

Sefi.6.And fo death having given thee thy fatal ſtroke,the 
Devil ſhall ſcize upon or faatch away thy ſoul , ſo ſoon as it 
leaves thy body. Luke 12.20. and hale thee hence into the bot« 
tomleſs Lake that hurneth with firc and brimſtone , where ſhe 
is to be kept inchains of darkneſs until the general judgment of 
the great day, Jude 6,7.1 Pet.3.19. Rev.21.8, Thy body in the 
mean time being caſt into the earth,expeAing a fearful Reſur- 
reGionywhen it (hall be re-united to thy ſoul; that as they ſiu- 
ned together, (a they may be everlaſtingly tormented together, 
Heb.10.27.At which general Judgment,Chriſt ſitting upon bis 
Throne, John 5.22.{hall rip up all the bznefits he hath beſtow- 
ed on thee and the miſeries he hath ſuffered for theez and all 
the ungodly deeds that thou baft committed , and all the bard 
ſpeeches which thou haſt ſpoken againſt him, and bis holy ones, 
Jude 15.Eccleſ.c2.14.and 11,9, Within thee ſhall be thine 
own conſcience, more than a thouſand witneſſes to accuſe zbee; 
the Devils,who tempted thee to all thy lewdneſs, ſhall on the 
one ſide teſtitie with thy conſcience againk thee, and on the 0- 
ther fide ſhall ſtand the holy Saints and Angels approving 
Chriſts Jujtice,and detelting fo filthy a creature : bebind thee 
an hidcous noiſe of innumerable fellow-damned Reprobates, 
tarrying for thy company : before thee all the world burning 


with flaming fire; above thee an ireful Judge of deſerved vens- | 


geance, ready to pronounce his heavy Sentence upon thee: be- 
neath thee the tiery and ſulphureous mouth of the bottomleſs 
pit.gaping to receive thee, Iſa.5.11.14.And in this woful and 
doleful condition,thou mult (and forth to receive,with other 
Reprobates,this thy Sentence, Rom.14.10. 2 Cor. 5.10.| Depart 
from me] there is a ſeparation from all joy and happincſs,[ ye 

ewrſed] there is a black and dirctul excommunication, | to 


fire] 
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fire] there is the extremity of pain, | everlaſting, ] there is'the 


1 perpetuity of puniſhment, | prepared for the devil ard bis 4 t< 


gels. there are thy infernal tormenting and tormented com- 
panions, Mat.2 5.4 1. O terrible ſentence! from which there is 
no eſcaping,with;tanding,excepting,or appealing. Then,O then 
ſhall thy mind be tormented to think, how,for the love of a- 
bortive pleaſures, which even periſhed before they budded 
thou haſt ſo fooli(hly loſt beavens joys, and incurred belliſh 
pains, which Taft to all eternity. Luke16.24,25.Thy conſcience 
{hall ever jhs1g thee /1h» an Adder, when thou calleſt to mind, 
how often Ch by his Miniſters offered thee remiſſion of ſins, 
and the Kingdom of heaven freely, if thou wouldit but believe 
and repext.and how eafily thou mighteſt have obtained mercy 
in thoſe days. How near thou walt many times to have re» 
pented, and yet did(i ſuffer the devil and the world to keep 
thee ſtill in impenitency 3 and how the day of mercy is now 
palt.and will never dawn again» Thy #nderjl anding (hall be 
racked to connider, how for momexutany riches thou haſt lott e- 
ternal treaſure,and exchanged heavens felicity tor bel's miſery: 
where every part and faculty, both of body and ſoul, (hall be 
continually and alike tormented, without intermiſſion or diſ- 
miſſion of pain,or from it:and be for ever deprived of the bea- 
tifical ſight of God, wherein conlilts the ſoveraign good and life 
of the foul. Thou ſhalt never ſee light,nor the leat ſight of joy 
but lycin a perpetral priſon of utter darkneſs,where (hall be no 
order but horrour,no voice but howling and blaſpheming ; no 
noiſe but ſcreeching and gnaſhing of teeth; no ſociety but of the 
devil and bir angels, who being tormented themſelves, ſhall 
have no other caſe, but to wreak their fury in tormenting 
thee, Mat.13.42.8 25.36.&c.W here thall be puniſoment with- 
out any pity,miſery without any mercy.ſorrow without ſuccomy, 
crying without comfort .malice without meaſure,torment withe 
out eaſe, Rep.14.10,1 where the wrath of God ſhall ſeize 

thy ſoul & body.as the fiame of fire does on the lump of pides, 
or brimſtone,Dan,7.10.in which flame thou ſhalt ever be burn- | 
ing,and never conſumed 3 ever dying,and never dead 3 ever | 
roaring in the pangs of death,and never rid of thoſe pangs,nor 
expccing cnd of thy pains. So that after theu haſt endure], 


. them 


or” A ſerto13'anv paryeucar mrcccpce 
| them ſo many thoufand years as there are blades of graſs on 


:theearth,or ſands in the Sea, hairs on the heads of all the ſons 


* of Adam, from the firlt to the laſt born 3 as there have been 
creatures in heaven and earth; thou ſhalt be no nearer an 
end of thy torments , than thou waſt the very tir{t day that 
thou waſt calt into them: yea, fo far are-they from ending, 
that they are ever beginning, For it after a thouſand times to 
many thouſand years , thy damned foul cguld but conceive 
ſome hope , that thoſe torments (ſhould have an end : this 
would be ſome comfort, to think that at length an end will 
come; but as otten as thy mind ſhall think of r@is word #ever 
(and thou (halt ever bz thinking of it) it will rend thy hearc 
to pieces with rage and hideous lamentation : as giving (till 
new life to thoſe unſufferable ſorrows which exceed all expreſ- 
fion,or imagination.It will be another bell in the midjt of bell. 
Wherefore,conlider ſeriouſly what I lay, and that while the 
compalſionate arms of Feſus Chriſt Iye open to receive you z 
and do thereafter, Prev.1.2 4. &c. take warning by Pharaob's 
example. We in the rich mans ſcalding torments, have a Diſ- 
cite @ me,Learn of me, Luke 16.23. For he can teſtihe out 
of woful experience, that it we will not take warning by the 
word (thatgentle warner) the next ſhall be harder,the third 
and fourth harder than that yea, as all the tex plagues did 

-excecd one angther,ſothe eleventh tingle exceeds them alto- 

gether. Innumerable are the curſes of God againli fnners , 

Deut. 28, but the laſt is the worlt, comprehending and tranſ- 

 .cending all the reſt, The fearfulleſt plagues God Kill reſerves 

- for theupſhot: all the former do but make way for the laſt. 

 - Hellin Scripture is called a Lake,that burneth with fire and 

; brimflane; and,than the torment of the former,what more a- 

' cute? than the ſinell of the latter, what more noylome ? 


| CYA 7.) .3.X. 
| Seg.1,"JHus, I ſay, ſhall they be bid Depart ye curſed into 
| everlaſiing fire,,-c.while on the contrary the ſame 

Chriſt ſhall ſay unto the other,Come ye bleſſed of my Fatber, 
* .tnberit the Kinzdom prepared for you from befor? the foundati- 
«812 of the warld, Mzt.25.34. Which Kingdom is a place where 
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ate ſuch joys as eye bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neitber bath it 


T entred into the heart of man to conceive, 1 Cor, 2.9. 


A place wherc there ſhall be no evil preſent, nor good ab- 
ſent, Heb.9.12. Mat.6.20. In compariſon whereot, all the 
Thrones and Kingdoms upon earth, arclefs than the drop of a 
bucket, Denut.10.14. 2 Cor.12.2,4. 1ſai.66.1. 

Heaven in Scripture is compared to a Kingdom for Sove- 


raipnty,to aThrone tor preheminency,to a Crown bor ſtate and - 


majeſty, to an Inheritance for perpetuity, to a Marriage-feaſt 
for plenty, pleaſure, and delicacy, and to whatſoever elſe may 
ſet forth its excellency 3 though indeed in theſe compariſons, 
there is little or #0 compariſox, as I might ſhew you in'many 
particulars,if Iwould be large:for inſtances in this caſe would 
be endleſs. 

There death ſhall have no more dominion over us,Rom.s, 
9. The Sun fall not burn w by day, nor the Moon by night, P(. 
121.6, There all tears ſhall be wiped from our eyes, Rev.7.17. 
There ſhall be no ſorrow, nor pain, nor complaint, there is no 
malice to riſe up againſt us; no miſery to afMlit us;no hunger, 
thirſt ,weariſomneſs, temptation, to diſquiet us, Mat. 6.19,20. 
Heb.9.12, There is nodeath nor dearth, no pining nor re- 
pining, no fraud, ſorrow, nor ſadneſs, neither tears nor fedry, 
defet} nor loathing, Rev.q.16,17.and 21.4. Heb.,g.12. There, 
O there,one day is better than a thouſand;thereis reſt from our 
labours, peace trom our encmics, freedom from our (ins, &'c, 
Jobn 3.17.Heb.4.3.9,10,11. Rev.14-13. Heb.9.12,15. 

Sef.2, Unto which Negative Priviſedges, there are alſo 
added Poſitive of all forts, as I might plentifully prove, bur 
I ſtudy brevity. Do we delight in good company ? What 
pleaſure ſhall we take in the company of Saints and Angels? 
In whom there is nothing but amiable, comfortable, deleCta- 
ble ? Nothing in us that may cool the fervour: of our love 
and affection to them, And ſo of all other enjoyments. As, 
Dot thou defire beauty, riches, honour, pleaſure, long life, 
or whatever elſe can be named ? No place fo glorious by 


Creation, ſo beautiful with deleCtation, fo rich in peſſetlion, 


ſo comfortable for habitation , nor '6 durable for laſting, 
Heb. 12,22, 1 Pet,1.4. 2 Cor,4.17! Kem9.5.0d 8.16. 


T1 


: 


74 A Cſerſctis and paryericar weicreprion 
There areno Eſtates but Inheritances , no Inheritances but 


Kingdoms,no Houſes butPalaces,no Meals butFeaſts,noNoifſe | 


butMulick,no Rods but Scepters,no Garments but Robes,no 
Seats but Thrones, no Coverings for the Head but Crowns, 
Rom,$.17.Tit.3.7,Heb.g.15.Mat.25.3 1.34.2 Tim.4.8, Gal.q. 
7.1 Pet.3.9,10.Mar,10.23,24.25-Kev,7.13,14,15.& 6.11, 
There we ſhall fce the bleficd tace oft God ,, which is the 
glory of all tghts,the tight of all glory. Yea, we Gur ſclyes 
(hall ofit-thine the Sun in brightacls, Mat. 13.43. Fox it the 


Ty and ſplendour ot the ſoul be? And yet ſuch boxour ſhall 
all the Saints ba For when Chriſt, which is our bead and 


life, ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo appear with bim in glory, 


brightneſs miburr (hall match the Su, what will the glo- |. 


And be ſhall change our vile and mortal body, thatsit may be 


faſhioned Jike to bis glorious body, Col.3«4. Phil.3.21, _ 
Briefly, Our joyſhall there be full, and none ſhall be able to 
take 48 from us,0r-diminith it, Foba 15.11.and 16,22, There is 
fulneſs of joy,and pleaſures for evermore,Pſal,26.Joys and plea- 
ſures #ever ebbing.but ever flowing to all contentment, There 
we ſbal rejoyce 3 tor the pleaſantnel(s of the place we poſlels, 
for the glory of our ſouls and bodies, which we have put on ; 
fos the world which we have overcome; for bel! which we 
have Eſcaped 3 for .thejoys of beaveu which we have attained 
to, We (hall have joy above ws by the beatitical vition and tight 
of God joy within us, by the peace of conſcience , even the 
Joy of the holy Ghoſt 3 and joy rownd about w,by th: bleſſed 
company and fellowſhip of our affociates,the holy Saruts and 

Angels. | 

Sef.3.And in reaſon, if a Chriſt+an-ſoul in this Tabernacle 
of the body,wherein we ſce but as in a glaſs, be ſo delighted 
to ſee the face of God maniteſted in Feſus Chrijt:1f it ſo glads a 
Child of God, when he can but in the leaſt meaſure matter his 
- corruptions, or hath occalion to manitelt the tincerity ot his 
affe&ionate love to his Maker and Kedeemer, and to ſerve his 
brethren in lovez How joytul will he be, when thele graces 
| ſhall be perfected, and he treed trom all grievances inward & 
- outward” ? Yez, it the communion and enjoyment of Gods 


Ou 
Sa and Cliriſtin his Goſpel and Ordinances, be ſo ſweer 
| here 


4 
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here, that one day with us, is better than a thouſand with the 


+ uvgodly.Pſal,84.70.What will it be tocnjoy the immediate 


preſence,and glcry of God our Father? Chriſt our Redeemer 
and Elder-brother ? The holy Ghoſt our Comforter? The 
Angels and Saints our Comforts and Companions ? 

Our condition there will be ſo joyful,that look we outward- 
ly,there is joy in the ſociety, Heb.12.22.if inward, there is joy 
in our ownfelicity,1 Cor.2.9, Look we forward, there is joy 
in the eternity,1 Pet.5-10.Mark 10.30.50 that on every tide 


. we (hall be even ſwallowed vp of jey,1/ai.35.10.3nd 51.11, 


Mat.25.23.and 18, 10.Heb.12.2,22. Pjal.16.11. As,oh the 
multitude and fulneſs of theſe joys ! ſo many, that only Gud 
can number them; ſo great, that he only can eſtimate them, 


.| of ſuch rarity and pertc&ion, that this world hath nothing 


"comparable to them, 2 Cor.12.24. As, oh the tranſcendency 
of that Paradiſe of pleaſure ! where is joy without heavinels 
or interruption 3 peace without perturbation 3 bleſſedneſs 
without miſery;light without darkneſs; health without fick- 
neſs; beauty without blemiſh;abundance without want 3caſe 
without labour ; ſatiety without loathing 3; liberty without 
reſtraint 3 ſecurity without fear 3 glory withont ignominy 3 
knowledge without ignorance 3 eyes without tears 3 hearts 
without ſorrow; ſouls without fin:where ſhall be no ev#t heard 
of to affright us,nor good wanting to chear us : for we ſhall 
have what we can defire,and we ſhall defire nothing but what 
is good, Deut.10.14. Iſai.66.1. 1 Kings 8. 27. Mark 10. 21. 
| Luke 18,22, 1 Pet.5. 10+ fobs 4.36,and 10.28. Mat,25 46, 

Set, 4. While we are here, how many clouds of diſcontent 
have we to darken the Sunſhine of our Joy? When even com- 
plaint of evils - tr of preſext,and fear of future,have in a 
manner ſhared our lives among c$icm.Here we love and loath 
in an inſtant(like 4mnon to his Siltcr Tamar )in heaven there 
is no Object unlovely,nothing which is not exceeding amia- 
ble and attraQtive: and not attractive only.but retentive alfoz 
for there we ſhall not be ſubject to pathon,nor can we polſibly 
there miſplace our affetion. Here we have knowledg mixed 
with ignorance, faith with doubting,peace with trouble, yea, 


trouble of conſcience,Or in caſe we have peace of conſcience 
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alas, how often” is it interrupted with. anguiſh of: ſpizit-FÞ., 
Now rejoyce we with joy onſdeckable and glorious, 1 Peta 83, hutl,, 
alas, anon it falls. out that we need to pray with Devid, R. 
ftore untous tbe joy of:thy ſalvation, Pſal. 5.1. 12. but thers, 
peace, even full without want, pure without mixtures and 
perpetual without-g} fear of foregoing, Dan.2.44. ., 14+ 
There ſhall be 10 concupiſcence to tempt , no fleſh to lufh- 
gaink the ſpirit, no law in qur members to rebel againſt, the:\;h, 
law of our minds, Pet + HO A | 
Now abideth Faith, Hope,and Charity theſe three now abide: [js 
but in heaven, Viſion ſucceeds in the:place of Faith:attainment |, F 
in the place of Hope,and perfedt fraition and deletiation in the |,;. 
roorn of Charity. There Promiſes (hall end in performances, |, 
Faith is ſight and clcar vition, Hope in fruition and poſſeifion: |G, 
yea, tim? it ſelf ſha)] be ſwallowed up in Eternity: theſe are |p, 
the Souls dowrics in heaven, where God. ſhall be all inall co|, 
us!Now he is but as it were ſomething linglezas fs " 
inAbrabam, temperance in Joſeph ſtrength in Sampſon meekneſs,, 
in-AMoſes,wiſdom in Solomon, patience m Job (tor it is rare to{þ;; 
| tinday ele graccs complcatly to meet in any one ſubject)| } 
but cies ere he ſhall be omnia'in omnibus all theſe ink; 


everyot} ants! God (hall be all in all, even the fulueſs 0 
| hint that filleth all in all things as the Apoltle ſpeaks, Eph. 1.h.4 
'23.The only k1towledge of God, ſhall fill up our naderſtandings;h,, | 
_ and the alone love of Goa,ſhall poſſeſs our Aﬀetiions.God ſhalljj. 
be all inall to ushe will fill up our rational part with the lightp,, 
of wiſdom our concupiſeible part or appetite , -with a ſpringhe,; 
of righteouſneſs 3 and the iraſcible port wich perfcct Fj alt 
and tranquillity,as Bernard expreſlcth it. That is a bleſſed ſtate,,. 
perpetual and unchangeable. There is eternal ſecurity , and|;;,, 
ſecure Eternity,as Bernard ſpeaks ; or as Auſtin hath it, Therq,, 
is bleſſed Erernity,and cverlatting Bleſſedneſ-. 5 
1. Lettheend of our life then be, to come to a life wheres nly 
there is #0 end; unto which the Lord in his good time bring," 
us, that we who now ſow in tears, may then reap in joy, thaj, 
which he will be fare to do, if we but tor a ſhort time ſervg,;., 
him here in righteouſneſs and ſincerity.But otherwiſe, look wa,,. 
wot for cternal happineſs,but for everlaſting miſery; For it 18,4, 
4 
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FÞaneverlaſting Rule,No grace, no bolineſs bere;no glory,uo bap+ 
Flmneſs bereafter. 
f To ſum up all ina word there is no joy here comparable 
to'thatin Heaven : all our mirth here to that is but penſrvene/sc 
d all or pleaſure here to that, but beavineſs : all our ſweetneſs 
L 
be 


* Ihexeto that is but bitzerneſ3.E ven Solomon in all bis glory and 
8 
\th 


y,to that, was but as a ſpark in the chimney, to tbe Sun in 

ament, Abſaloms beauty,cto that,is but deformity, Samp» 
ſons firength,co that,is but infirmity. Methuſelahs age to theirs, 
E: [is but minorit 'y and mortality. Aſabel; feed,and ſwittnels;but 
Mt |a ſnails pace tg their celerity. Yea, how little, how yotbing, 
Ne [arc the poor and temporary enjoyments of this life, to thoſe 
S,,|we ſhall enjoy in the next ? 1 Cor 2.9. Yea, Parediſe, or the 
M: Garden of Eden, was but a wilderzeſs , compared with this 
IE |Paradiſe, And indeed, it the gates of the City be of Pearl, 
tOland the ſtreets of Gold, what then are the inner ropms;, the 
eſs lining and lodging chambers ? the preſence chamber »f the 
eſs preat Monarch of Heaven and Earth ? what they may we 
TOthink of the maker and builder thereof ? \y 

LJ] In tine (that 1 might darkly ſhadow it. out, {ith thelyely 
 Whepreſentation thereof is meerly impoſhble) this lite everlaſis 
Jing is the perteion of all good things. For fulneſs is the per- 
Lfcction of meaſure;and everlaſtingneſs the perteCtion of Time; 
$5 nd #nfiniteneſ; the pertcCtion of number z and immutability 
allthc perfc&tion of State; and Immenſity the perfection of 
BNtPlace > and Immortality the perlcCtion of Lite z and God the 
nBþertection of All, who ſhall be All in Allto us, meet to our 
AcClaſte, beauty toout eyes, perfumes to our ſmell, muſickto our 
at%ars. And what ſhall ſay more ? but as the Plalmiſt Gith, 
and; }grious things are ſpoken of thee thou Qty of God,Pſalm $7.3. 
Ierdce Rev.4.2,3.and 21.10, to the end, 

| Sed.5.Theglory of Heaven, cannat be. comprehended heres 

r-Pynly God bath vouchlated to give us ſome ſmall glimpſes in 
the Seripture, whereby we may frame a conjectuye,contideras. 
Mile enough to make us ſell all we have to purchaſe that Pearl of 
*IVIice.lt hath pleaſed God,out of his fatherly condeſcenGion;to: 
* Wop to our capacity, in repreſenting Heavenly thingt under: 


"qribly types ; (ſhadowing out the joys thereof, by whatſorver 


Fs A ſerſors-and pathet{cal Deſcription 
' Teprecious and deſirable in this lifc31s Cities, Kingdoms,Crowng, 
'» Pearls, Jewels Marriages Feafts,&c. which ſupereminent and 
ſuperabundant felicity,St. Pazl,that had been an only witneſs, 
when he had been caught up in the third Heaven, not able to 
deſcribe, much leſs: to amplihie, ſums up all in theſe words 3 
A fure,moſt excellent,exceeding all eternal weight of tranſcend- 
ent glory,2 Cor. 4.17, and 12.2, But alas, ſuch is mans pra- 


vity,that he is as far from comprehending it, as his arms are{ 


from compaſling, it, 1 Cor, 2.9. Heaven ſhall receive us, we 
cannot- conceive Heaven, Do youask what Heaven is ? faith 
one: When meet you there I will tel} you 3 For could this 
ear bear it,or this tongue utter it, or this heart coxcerve it , it 
mult needs follow, that they were tranſlated already thither, 
2 Cor.12.2,4.Yca,who can utter the {weetnefs of that peace of 


Conſeience,and ſpiritual rejoycing in God, which himſelf hath 
taſtcd ? If then the beginning and firſt fruits of it be ſo ſweet 
what ſhall the fulneſs of that beatifical Viſion of God be?If the 
earneſt peany be ſo precious and promiling here 3 What ſhall 
the principal, and full crop and barveſt of happineſs mm Heave 
be? Sb'that a man may as well with a cot paint out the Su 
tn all his ſplendor, as with his pen, or tongue expreſs , © 
with his heart(were it as deep as the Sea conceive the fulreſs 
of thoſe Joys, and ſweetneſs of thoke Pleaſures, which the 
Saints ſhall enjoy at Gods right hand for evermore,Pſal.16.11 
Ts thy preſence is the fulneſs of joy , and at thy right hand are 
pleaſures for evermore.For quality,they are pleaſures;for quan 
zity,fulneſs ; for dignity, at Gods right hand for Eternity, fo 
evermore, And miliions of years multiplyed by millions,make 
not up one minute to this Eternity, 2 Cor-4.18. John 10.28 
The Eye ſees much,the Ear hears more,theHeart conceive 
moſt ; yet all ſhort of apprehenfion,much more of compreben 
fion of thoſe pleaſures. Therefore it is ſaid, Enter thou into th 
Mafters joy 3 fox it is too great to enter into thee, Mat.25.23 
Neither will I any further exerciſe my ſelf in things too bigh 
For me,Pſal,131.2. For as St. Paul tells us, The heart of ma 
' #s not able to conceive thoſe joyes 5 which being fo , Ho 
- ſhould I be able to expreſs them in words ? 
- "And. yet though we cannot comprehend this glory,this f 
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Df Yeaven and Yell. . | bf 
moſt excellent ,exceeding.,and eternal weight of tranſcendent go 
ry 3 yet mayand ought we to admire the never enough to by 
admired bounty and goodneſs of God and our Kedeemer, in 
crying, out, O the depth,&c. © the (weetncls of his love, hows 
xn(earchable are his thoughts, and intcrdments to man- ward? 
(once miſerably forlorn.lott aud undone) and his ways paſt 
finding out, Rom»11.53. 


CHA P. XXI. 


Sed. 1. JD) Ut for the better confirming, of this ſo important 
a truth,in theleArheiltical times.fce tome reafons 
to confirm it. As, 

Firlt, If che Sun, which is but a Creatzere,be fo bright and 
glorious, that no mortal cyc can look upon the brightneſs of 
it, how glorious then is the Creator himſelt ? Or that light 
from whence it receives its !!g/t ? it the ame of the heavens 
and globe of the earth be foglorious , which is but the lower 
bouſe.or rather the foot-!tool of the Almighty, as the holy Gboſt® 
phraſcth it,I/a.66.1.Mat.5.35. As 7.49. How glorious and 
wonderful 15 the Maker thercot, and the City where he keeps 
I.is Cort ? Or it tinners, cven the worti of wicked men ,and 
Gods enemics,haye here in this cartialy | 1/grimage,ſuch va1i- 
cty of enjoyments to pleaſe their very ſ:nf{25,a9-wha cap ©x- 
prels the plealurable varicty ot 6jetis tur the fight 5 of meais | 
and drinks to (atisfic and delight the tafte, of voyces and melo» 
dious forrnds,to recreate the hearing , of ſcents and perfumes, 
provided to accommodate our very ſmelings , of recreatioas 
and ſprrts,to bewitch the whole mai : And the like of b21:xr 
and profit, which are Idols that carnal men do mightily dre 
7/pn, and take pleaſure in : ( though thele earthly and bodily 
juycs are but the bvdy,or rathcs the dregs of trac yay) what 
think we muſt be the foul] thereof, 24%. thoſe delights and 
pleaſures, that are relerved tor the glorified Saints, and'Geds 
dearcit darlings in beaven ? Again, | 

Sccondly, It natural nien hind fuch pleaſure and ſweetricls | 
in ſecular wiſdom! ip-learning,and brain-kaowledge;For even, 
mundane knowledge luth facha fhicw of excellency, in eva 
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it is highly affeed both by the good 2nd bad ; As, O the plea- 
ſure that rational men take thercin ! It being ſo fair a Virgin 
that every clear eye is in love with her 3 fo rich a Pearl, that 
none but Swine do deſpiſe it : yea,among all the Trees in the 
Garden, none ſo takes with rational men as the Tree of Know- 
ledge (as Satan well knew, when he ſet upon our firſt Parents ) 
inſomuch that Plato thinks , in cafe wiſdom could but repre- 
{cnt it {elf unto the eyes , it would ſet the heart on fire with 
the love of it, And others afhrm, That there is no lefs dif- 
ference between the Learned and the Ignorant, than there is 


between the living and the dead, or between men and beaſts. 


And yet the pleaſure which natural and moral men take in 
{ccularand mundane knowledge and learning,is nothing com- 
parable to that pleaſure, that an experimental Chriſtian finds 
in the Divine and Swpernatural knowledge of Gods Word : 
Which makes Davidand Solomon preter it before the hony and 
the hony-comb for ſweetneſs: and to value it above thouſands 
of gold and filver ,, yea,bctore pearls and all precious tones tor 
worth. How ſweet then ſhall our knowledge in heaven be ? 
For here we ſee but darkly , and as it were ix a glaſs , or by 
moon-light z but there we ſhall know, even as wo are known, 
and ſee God and Chrift in the face, 1 Cor.13.12. 

Thirdly, If meer Naturians have been fo taken with the 
love of Vertwe, that they thought if a verszows ſoul could but 
be ſeen with temporal eyes,it would reviſh all men with love 
and admiration thereof; yea, it the very worlt of men, 
drunkards, blaſphemers.,and the likezthough they moſt ſpight- 
fully ſcoff at,and back-bite the people of God; yet when they 
know a man fincere,pright,and hoxe(t,cannot choole but Hove, 
commend, and bonour him in their hearts ; as it fared with 
Herod touching John,and King Agrippa touching Paul. 

Se&.2. Or rather if Gods own people are fo raviſhed with 
the graces and priviledges which they enjoy upon earth,as the 
. ofſuwance of the pardon of ſin,the peace of a good conſcience, and 
: Jap of #bhe holy Ghoſt ; which is but glorification begun : What 
- will they be, when they ſhall enjoy the perfection of glory in 
+ beaven? Asſee bat ſome inſtances of their preſent enjoyments 


ere below. Fixrſt,if we were never to receive any reward for 
— ehonis 
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thoſe ſmall labours of love, and duties we do to the g] 


. God, and profit of others, we might think our ſelves ſuffich 


ently recompenſcd in thislite, with the calm and quietneſs al 
a good conſcience, the honeſty of arvertuous and holy lite 3 
That we can do and ſuffer.ſomething for the love of Chriſt, 
who hath done and ſuffered fo much to fave us; That by our 
works the Majclty of God is magnitied, to whom all homage 
is due,and all ſcrvice too little. For godlineſs in every (ickneſs 
is a Phyſician, in every contention an Advocate,in every doubt 
a Schaolman,jin all beavineſs a Preacher, and a Comforter unto 


whatſoever eſtate it comes, making the whole life as it were a\._ 


perpetual Halelujah. Yea, God ſo ſheds his love abroad in our 


hearts by the holy Gholt,that we are in heaven before we come” 


thither. Inſfomuch, that as thefire flieth to his ſphere, the lone 
haſtens to the center, the riveato theſes, as'to their end and 
reſi, and arc violently detainediin all other placcs fo arc the 
hearts of Gods people, without their Maker and Redeemer, 
their Jalt end and eternal relt and ”_ , never-at reſt; 
-like the Needle touched with the Loadſtoue, which ever ſtands 


quivering and trembling until it enjoys the full and dire - 


afped of the Nortbern Pole. But more particularly : 

How doth the aſſurance of the pardon of ſnx., alone , clear 
and calmall ſtorms of the mind, making any condition com- 
fortable, and the worſt and greateſt miſery to be no-milery ? 

To be delivered of a cbild,is no ſmall joy to the mother : but 
tobe delivered from ſin, is a far greater joy to the ſorl. But to 
this we may add the joy of the boly Ghoſt, and the peace of. con= 
ſcience, otherwiſe called the peace of God which paſſeth all un 
derſtanding.Thele are priviledges that make Paul happier\in 
his chain of iron,than Agrippa in his thain of gold; And Pet 
more merry under ſtripes,than Caiaphas upon the Judgment 

ſeat;and Stephen the like under that ſhower of ſtoxes.Pleafur 
are ours,it we be Chrilts: whence thoſe expreilions of the boly 


Gboſi,The Lord hath done great things for us ,wherefore we re« © 
Joyce. Be glad in the Lord,and rejoyce ye righteow,and ſhant for | 
Joy all ye that are apright in heart, Let all that put their x » 


in thee rejoyce,let them even ſhout for joy. Rejoyce evermores, and 
again Iſay,vejoyee/Rejoyee with joy unſpeakable,and full 
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wy. Our repoycing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience. Tour heart ſhalt 
12joyce, and your 1ay | hall no man tabs from you, Oc. So that 1t 15s a ſhame 
for the fazthful, nor to be joyful , and they fin if they rejoyce not, what- 
foever their condition be. The Eunnch no ſooner felt the pardon of fin, 
vpon hisbeing baptized 4 into the Faith of Chrift, bur he went on Is way 
rejoycing, Acts 8. 39. He then found more ſolid Joy , than ever he had 
goncinhisr Ms nes and great places under Candace, Nuts of the 
eAthinp4ans. 5 the ſame timc when the —_— $ WCC pericc utcd, they 
arc Cad to be filled with jor, and with the baly Glaft, Acts 13. $2. And 
as their afflivtions do abnnd, ſo their conſolation: 40 15ound aljo, 2 Cr. l. 5. 
For theſe are comforts that will ſupport and refreſh achi!d of God 1n the 
very midſt of the tlames, as the Martyrs found : for maugre all thcir 
Periccy! tors could do, thcir peace and joy did excced ther painz as ma- 
ny of thcin manifeſted to all that ſaw them ſuffer. 


Set, 3. Where obſerve, before we go any further, what Sots they 
are, that cry out, It 7s zu van to ſerve God, and wiprofitavle to keep his 
Commandments, as1t 15 1n Malachy 3.14. For had theſe Fools but taſt- 
ed the ſweet comforts that are in the very works of piety, and that 
Heaven upon' Earth, the Featt of a good Conſcience, ard joy of the 
inward man, they could not loipeak. Yea, then would they lay, There 
15no life to the life of a Chriſtian, For as the Prieſts of Mercury, whcn 
they ate their Figsand Hony, cryed out, 0h bow ſweet 25 truth ! So If 
the worſt of 2 Believers life in this world be ſo ſweet, how ſweet ſhall 
His life be in that heavenly 7eruſalem and holy City , where God' himſelf 
dwcilech, and where we thall reign ' with Chriſt our Bridegroom , and 
be the Lambs wite? Which City zs of pure gold, like unto clear glaſs ; 
the was of Faſp:r, having traelue foundations garniſhed with all manner 
of precious ſtones , the firit joundation being Jaſper, toe ſecond Sapniay , the 
ftr4rd 4 Calredony, the forth h an Emerata, the fijtb a Sardonyx , the fixth 
a Sardins, the ſrvmnth a Ciyſolite, the eighth a Bery!, the ninth a Topaz, 
th: tenth a Chryfopraſus, the eleventh a Jacynth, the twelfth an Amtithyſt * 
Having twelve gates of twice pearls, the _ thereof of pure gold, as it 
were tranſparent glaſs : In the m1 zdjt of which City, 1s 4 pure River of 
the water of uſe, clear as Coryſtal , and of either fide the Tree of Liſe; 
which bears twelve manner of fruits, yielding ber fruit every moneth ; th? 
leaves whvreof ſerve to htal the Nations : here is the Throne of God and 
of the Lamb 3 whom we: his lervants (hall for ever ſer ue, and ſee his ſace, and 
bave his Name written in or For chtz4s. And thcre ſhall be nonight neither 
3s there need of the Sun, neithr of the Moon to ' in it : for the glory of 
God doth lighten it, and the 7.1mbis the light thereof. Into which nothing 
that defileth (hab entir; but they alone which are written in the Tambs Book 
of. life; As ts'cxpreſt, Rev. 21. and 22, Chap. Thc holy Gho#l Fpeaking 
afity the manner of men, and accordihg ro our f]cnder capacity, for other- 
wiſe no words can in any meaſure expreſs rhe tranicendency of that 
place of pleature. * Only here we have a taſte, or carneſt-penny , one 
. Urop of tholc divine darnties, of thoſe ſpiritual , ſupernatural, and d1- 
wyine pleaſures , relerved for the Citi3en5 of hat heavenly Feruſaien ; 
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fome {mall fmack whereof we have even in the barren defere of this 
perilous peregrination. God letting out as it were, a certain kind of Man» 
na, which in ſome ſort refreſherh his thurſty people, in this ##lderneſs, as 
with moſt ſweet h9ny, or water diſtilled from our of the Koch. As what 
elſe are thoſe Jubilees of theheartz thoſe ſecret and inward joys which 
proceed from a good conſcience,grounded upon a confident hope of fu- 
ture ſalvation ? As what elſe do theſe great cl:;ters of grapes lignifie, but 
the fertility of che future Land of Promsſe. 


—— _— 


Sect. g. True 1t 1s, none can brow the ſpiritual joy and comfort of a 
Chriſtia1, but he that l;ves the life of a Chriſtian, John 7.17. AS none 
comld learn the Virgins Song, but them that ſang it, Rev.lg-3- No man can 
hnow the peace of a good Conſcience , but he rhat beeps & good Conſcience. No 
man bnows the bi4 Minna, and white Stone, with a new name written it 
it, but they that receive the ſame, Rev.l.17. 

The world can ſee a Chri/t;ans outſide, but the raptures of his Soul, 
the raviſhing delights of the inward man, and joy of rhe Spirit for the 
remitſion of his ſins, and the infufion of grace, with ſuch like Tpiritual 
Priviledges more glorious than the Statrs of Kingdoms 3 are asa covered 
meſs to men of the World. 

But 1 may appeal toany mans conſcience, that hath been fofrned with 
the un{tion of grace, and truly tafted the powers of the World ts camtz To 
him that hath the love of God ſhed abroad in his beart by the boly Ghoſt 3 in 
whoſe Soul the hght of grace ſhines, whether his whole life be not a 
perpetual Hallelujah, in compariſon of 1its natural condition ? Whether 
ke finds not his joy to be 1/4? to the joy of harveſt 4 or as men refoyce when 
they divide a ſpoil ? Iſ4.9.3. Whether he tinds not more joy in goodnefs, 
than worldlings cando, when their wheat, wine, and oyl aboundeth , Pſalm 
4-7-and 53.17. Yea, he can (peak 1t out of experience, that as in pro- 
phane joy, evenin laughter che heart 1s ſorrowful: ſo m godly ſorrow, 
even in weeping, the heart 15 11ghtand chearful. The face may ve pale, 
yet thc heart may be calm and quier, So St. Paul,as ſorfewing,yet always 
rejoycing, 2 Cor.6.10, Our cheeks may run down with tears,and yet our 
| mouth 11ng forth praiſes. And fo on the contrary, 

Where (0 God) there wants thy grace, 
Mirth is only inthe Face, 2 Cor.g.1 2. 
Well maya careleſs worldling faugh more,as what w1:ll ſooner make a mag 
| laugh than a witty je/t , but ro hear of an Inheritance of an hundred 
pounds a year, that 1s faln ro a man, will make him more ſolidly mer- 
ry within. Light is ſown to the righteous, and joy for the upright,Pſal.97.11, 
My ſervant, faith God, ſhall ſing and rejoyce + but they ſhall weep, & 
1/41.6 5.14. | 

Indecd we are not merry enough, becauſe we are not Chriſtians 6+ 
nough, becauſe fin is a cooler of our joy, as wattr is of fire. And like 
the worm of Jonah his gourd, bites the very root of our joy, and makes 
it wither : Yea, ſinlikea damp,puts out all the lights of our pleaſure, 
and deprive us of the ig"; of Gods countenance, as It did David,” 


_— 


Plain 51. 12.4nd 4-6, Sothar the fault iscither 3 Firſt, in the too much 
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fenſueliry of a Chriſtian, that will not forego the pleaſures of ſin,or the 
hore muddy joyes and pleafures of this world, which are poyſons to the 
fonl,and\ drown our joyes, as Bees are drowned in honey, but live 1h vine- 
gar. Men would have ſpiritual joy, but withal they would not parr 
with their carnal joy : Yer this 1s an infallible Conclufiun, There 5s no 
enjoying a worldly Paradiſe byre, and another hereafter. 

Or ſecondly, The fault 15 1n the taſte,not 1nthe meat; 1n the folly of 
the judgment, not 1n the Pearl,when a Grain of Corn 15 preferred before 
It. To taſte ſpiritual joyes, 2 manmuſt be ſpirirualz for the $pirzt re- 
Eſheth the things of the Spirit; and like loverh his like. Between a ſpt- 
ritual man; and ſpiritual joyes, there 1s as mighty an appetite and enjoy- 
Ing, as between fle/bly meat, and a carnal ſtomach. Therefore the'want of 
ch1s raſte and apprehenſion condemneth the world to be carnal, byt mag- 
nifies the joyes ſpiritual, as beingaHhove her carnal apprehenſion. Or, 

Thirdly, Herein lies the faujr; few feel theſe joyes in this life z be- 
caufe they will not crack the ſhell, ro get ti birnel + they will nor pare the 
Fruit, to gat the pulp ? nor till the gronnd, to reap the Harveſt, They tly 
the Wars, 2nd thereby loſe the glory of the Victory They will not dig 
the craggy Monnrain to find the Mine of Gold: nor prune the Vine, 
therefore cnjoy not the fruit. They fly Mortification,and therefore at- 
tam nor the ſweet ſpiritual Confolation, * which ever attends the ſame. 
And fomnch for the Reaſons. The Uſe may be manifold. 


CHAP. XXII F 


$e&. r. Fri, Is it fo, that the torments of Hell are ſo exquiſite ? 
4 2 - even worſe than the pangs of death, or ch4{4-hirth, ſcalding 
lead, drinks of gall an4 wormwood, griping of cheſt-worms,fits of the ſtone, 
gout, ſtrangary, flames of fire and brimftone? Yea, are all theſe, and all 
orher pains that can be named put rogether, but ſhadows and flea- 
brings ro 1t?' And are they to be endured everlaſtingly ? And are all 
Fornicators, Idolaters, Thiewues, Covttors, Drunkards, Swearers, Ray't's, 
Fearſul ani tnbelieving perſons, Murtherers, Sorcerers, Lyars, and all U1- 
righteous perſons to have their part and portion in that Lake ? And withal 
loſe their part and portion in the Kingdom of Heaven, as the Ford of Goa 
expreſly tells us ? Rev.21.7,8, and 22.14,15, How 15 1t that we are not 
more affected rherewith ? | 

' * The bnly reaſon is, moſt men are ſo far from believing the word of 
God in this poinr, that they do not believe there is a God. The Foo!, 
ſays David , hath ſaid in his hart there is no God, Pſalm 53. 1. They, 
meaning the wicked, think aways there is no God , Pſalm 10. 4. tO 14, 
And the reaſon follows, His ways always proſper, Pſalm 73.3. to 21.And 


 hetice it 18, that they {ive libs beaſts, becauſe they- think they ſhall d/e 


likt beafts, withear any anſwer for what they have either ated or 
eft undone ; ' and accordingly reſolve, Let us eat and drink, for to 


 morraw we hall ate, as the Roly Ghoſt hath acquainted us with their 
{ 3rifoft Coe 
bus or Kzll, rey could never fo careleſly hazard the loſing of the one, 


tits, 1 Cor.15.32. Whereas if men did believe either Hea- 
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a farthing candle, and yet for rifles will plunge themſelves body and 
ſoul into thoſe endleſs and infmrely toreling flames of Hell-fire. 

If a King but threatens a Mal?fazFoy to the Dungeon , to the Rack, 
to the Wheel, his bones tremble, a terrible palfie runs through all 
his joynts : but let God threaten the unſufferable Torments of byrneng 
Tophet, we ſtand unmoved,undaunted. And what makes the difference? 
| the one w* believe. as preſent, the other is, as they think, uncertain and 
Jong before it comes, if ever it do come. Orherwile it could not be, 
ſince the ſoul of all ſufferings are the ſufferings of the foul; fince as 
painted fire 1s to mater1al, ſuch 15 material roHell-fire. 

Men may ſay, they believe there is an Hell, and a Heaven, but ſurely 
they would never ſpeak as they ſpeak, think as they think, do as they 
do, if they thought rhat their thoughts, words, and ations ſhould ever 
come to Judgment. If men believed that Heaven were fo (weer, and 
Hell fo intolerable as the Word makes them, . they would he more o0- 
bedient upon Earth. The Voluptuous and Covetous would not ſay, 
Take you Heaven, let us have Mony, Pleaſure, &c. 


Seft. 2. True, there are none fo confirmed in Atheiſm, but ſome 
great danger will make rhem fly to the aid of a Divine Power, as Plats 
ſpeaks, Extremity of Diftreſs, will ſend the prophaneſt to God : as the 
erowning Man ſtretcherh our his hand to that Bough,which he comtem- 
ned whileshe ſtood (afe on ſhore. Even Sardanapalus, for all his bold 
denying of a Gud, ar every hearing of a thunder, was wont to hide 
his head 1n a hole. 

Yea, in their greateſt jollity,even the moſt ſecure heart in the world, 
hath fome flaſhes of fear, that ſeize on rhem like an Arreſt of Treaſon. 


JArleaſton their Death-heds, had they as many Provinces as Aha/kurroſh 


had,they would give anliundred fx and twenty of them,to be ſure there 
were no Hell, though all rhcir life they ſuppoſed it but a fable. And this 
makes them fearful ro dic, and ro die fearfully. Yea, how oft do thoſe 
K:{ft.ans that deny God art the 7:p-houſe, preach himat the Gallows ? and 
confeſs that in ſincerity of heart, which they oppugned 1n wantonneſs ? 
And cerrainly, if chcy did not at one time orother believe a God, a day 
of Judgment, a Heaven and an Hell, they ſhould be 1n a worſe condit!- 
pn,than Felix or Bel[baz3ar 3 yea, than the Devils themſelves z for rhey 
believe them, yea, quake and tremble ro think of them, as being ſul 
n a fearful expe&atjon of further gegrees of aual torments, Matth. 
. 29. 

However, adit their lethargized conſciences be nat awakened, until 
hey come into Hell, as God not ſeldom leaves them, to be confuted with 
Fre and brimſtone, becauſe nothing elſe will do it, yer in Hell they ſhall , 
tnow, there 15 a rightzous Judge that will reward every man according to * 


med, There may be Atheiſts an earth,there are none in hell, Vengeinee ; 
hall make thiem wiſe, whom fin hath made and lefr faoliſh. 4 


_— a_— If: ex 
wr Yeaden'and Pell: TH 
or the procuring of the other. As, oh the madneſs of theſe men! thar * 
| cannot be hired to hold theit finger for oneminute in the weak flameof 


45 deeds; and confels that whar they once vainly imagined vas bur ima- ; ' 
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A Pope of Rome being upon his Death-bed, (aid to thoſe about him, 
Now com? three things to tryal, which all my life 1 made doubt of 3 Whether 
thire be a God, 4 Devil, and whether the Soul be emmortal, *T was not long 
ere he was fully reſolved with a vengeance: and fo ſhall you,O ye fools,” 
when that hour comes, though you flafter your ſelves for the preſent. 
When you fee! 1t,you will confeſs tt; and when 1t 1s too late, you will ke 
a Fool fay, Alas 1 had not theught. For this 15, the difterence between a 
Fool and a Wiſe man, 4 wiſe man, (faith Solomon): foreſecth the evil (the 
evil of Hell, ſays Bernard) and preventeth it; out fools go on and ar: puniſhed, 
Prov.22.3. Acknowledge thy (clf a Fool then, or bethink thy (elf now, 
and do thereafter, without delaying one minute ; For there 15.n0 Re- 
demption from 1/1, if o:.ce thou comet there. . And there thou'mayeſt 
be {for ought thou knoweſt) this very day ; yea, beforc thou canſt ſwal- 
law thy ſpictle ; Thy Pulic may leave beating, before thou canſt fetch 
thy breath, 


SeZ.3. But roſpeak this to the Senſualiſts,ts labour in vain: For their 
conſciences arc ſo blinded, that rhcey(as they think) do believe an heaven 
and an hell.yea,jn God,and jn Chrift,as well as the preciſeſt, 70».4.38,39, 
45, 47. Forit is hard ſor men to beheve their own unbeliet 1n this caſe, 
They that are moſt dangerouſly fick.are leaſt ſenſible of their being fick, 

A very likely matter rkvu 0e/zeve/t 1n Chri/l, and hopeſt ro be ſaved by 
him, when thou wilt ncither it 2te bis atiioms, nor ” hts precepts,.How 
does this hang together ? Let me ask thee a queſtion or two, that may 
convince thee of thy unbclict : If a Phyſician ſhould ſay to his Patienr, 
Here ſtands a Cordial,winch tf you take,will cure you; but touch not this 
other Vial,for that is deac:y poylon; and he wirtingiy refuleth the Cor- 
dial to take the Poyſon; will not every one conclude, That ci:her he be- 
lieved not his Phyſicmn,cr preferred Death iciore Life, Tf Lots Sans an 
law had believed their Father, when he told them the Gity ſhould ſud- 


. denly he deſtroyed with fre and brim/toxe,and that by tlying they might 


eſcape it,they would have obeyed his counſel. If the 614 #»rid had be- 
lieved that God would indeed , and in good earneit,bring ſuch a flood 
upon them as he threatned,they would have entred the Ark,and not have 
[coft at Noah for building it.  So1f you did firmly believe what God in 
the Scriptures ſpeaks of Hell, you would need no entreaties to avoid the 
lame. | 


S-7.4. Bur alas, men of thy condition areſo far from believing what 
God threatens 1n his word againſt their ſins, that rhey bleſs themielves it 
their hearts, jay/ng; we ſhall have peace althoug!) we walk according to ths 
Wubbornne(s of our own will; ſa adding drunkenneſs tothirſt, Deut. 29. 196, 
Yea, they prefer their condition before others , who are ſoabſtemious , 
and make con{cicnce of their ways,thinking that they delude rixemſelves 
with ncedlets fears and {cruples, 2 Kznzs 18.22,30,33435s 

Alas, jfthey did in good earneſt believe, that there 1s e1cher God or 
Devil, HeaverrortHicll, or that they have 1immortal fouls, which ſhall 


+ eycrlaſtingly live jn bliſs or woe, ' and recezve according to what they have 
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done in their bodies, whether it be good or evil, 2 Cor.g.10. They could nor 
our live thereafter, and make 1t their principal care how to be' ſaved. 

Bur alas, they bel;ev? thar they (ze and feel, and bnow they believe the 
Laws of the Land, and know that there are Stocks and Bridewels, and 
Goals, and Dungeons, and Xachs, and Gibbets, for Malrfators ; and this 
makes them abſtain frum ther, felony, and the like ; bur they believe 
not things inviſible and to come : For if they did, they would as well , 
yea much more fear him that hath power to caſt both body and (oul into bell, 
as they do the temporal Magisſyat?, that hath only power to bil! the body; 
they would think 1t a v#ry bard bargain, to win 'the whole worid,, and loft 
hravernand their Own fouls, T.! (+, O. 2Ys 

Men fear a Gaol,more than they tear 7797! 3 and ftand moreupon their 
ſer or ſides ſmarting, thanupon their {0s 3 and regard more the blaſts 
of mens breaty, ihan me fr? of Gods wrath z and tremble more at rhe 
thought of a $:Y2-4ut Or Kayliff, than of Sata: and everlaſting prraztion : 
Elſe they would not be lured with all the worids wealth, multiplyed as 
many tires as there be fands on the Sez/hoar, to hazard, 1n the leaſt, the 
lots of rho'e cverlatiing Joys before ſpoken ot,or to purchaſe and plunge 
thenelves into tl:ole eallets and everlaſting flames of tire and brnn- 
ſtone in Hell, there ro fry body and foul , where ſhall be an mnumera- 
ble company of Devils and damned$Spirits ro affright and rorment them, 
but not one to corfort.or pity chem. Confident 1 am , thou wouldft nor 
en:uxe hegetohold t/y hand ina fiery crucible the thare of aAay,or an bor, 
tor all the worlds wealth and ſplendour : How then {1f thou hethinkeſt 
thy ſelf) w1lt thou hereatfrer endure thart,and renthouſand cliouſand tymes 
more for millions of m1i!l1ons of ages? Look Kev.20. 10. and bethink thy 
{elt,how thou wilt brook to be ca/t into a doleful dijconſolate dungeon! 0 lit 
in utter davineſs in eteriral chains of darbneſs, in alittle eaſe, at no eaſe for 
ever and ever. Canſt thou cndure to awell with the devouring fire ,with 
the everlaSiing Uurniuge 


Si. 5. Wherefore let me,my Brethren,heſcech you not to be ſuch .4- 
theifts and Fools as to fall into Hell before you will fear it, when by jrar- 
#ng 1t,you may avad jt.,and by nepletting 1t, you cannot but fall into it. 
What though it be uſual wjth men,to have no ſenſe ot their fouls till chey 
muſt leave their bodies? yet do nor you therefore leap 1nto Hell to keep 
them company, but be pertwaded to berhunk your iclves row,rather than 
when 1t will be too {atr,when the Praw-bridge will bg taken np,and when 
It will yex every vein of your hearts,that you had no more care of your 
louls. Tet there 15 grace off-red,1t we will not ſhut our hearts and wills-a- 
painſt 1t,and refuſe our own mercy : but how long God _ will yet wair 
Wiy Ictiure, or tow ſoon he will, in his ſo long provoked Juſtice, pro- 
nounce thy irrevocable ſentence, thou kneweſt not ; nor canſt thou pro- 
miſe thy (elf one minutes tine, 
 Oltthat men would 6+: 247 the Goa of truth ( that cannot Lye ) touchs 
mg (piritval and crcrnal things, but as thcy do thele remporary and 
tranſitory * Oh that thou who art the ſa:ved Monarch of this mighty 


Fran, would(i give them hearts tg believe art leaft thus much . "Fhat $6 


_ — — — 


the great and juſt Judge of all the World, comeſt ſlowly ro Judgment, 


; bleſs his Name, who for the performance of ſo ſmall a work,hath propo- 


 * Ing to him. We arcall by nature, as Traytors, condemned to ſuffer eternal ap 


eur Redeemer was in freeing us; and that by laying down his awn bfe arm 
to-redeem us. Yea, how can we be thankful cnough for ſo great aþ,, 


b_t fling; it was mercy beſtowed,and a way found out , that may a- 
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- things themſelves are in the inviſible World, in the #orld viſible, but their ing 


ſhadews only | And that whatſoever wicked men enjoy here, it is but as| : 


" nadream ; their plenty 1s but like a drop of pleaſure, before a River 


of ſorrow-and diſpleaſure : And whatſoever the godly feel , bur as ag, 
drop of miſery betore a River of mercy and glory. That though Thou, |, 
yet Thou wilt come turely. As the Clo:b comes [owly and by minutes to _ 
the ſtroak, 1-2t 1rſtrikes at laſt. That thoſe are only true Riches, which P 
being once had, can never be loſt. That Heaven 1s a Treaſure worthy 1 
our hearts, a Purchate worthy our lives: That when all 15 done, how t 

be faved1s the beſt plor. That there 15 nomention of one in the whole|, 
Eible thar ever ſinned without repentance, burhe was puniſhed without]. 
mercy. - Forthenthere would not be a Fornicatur, or prophane perſon, as| 
Eſau, who for a portion of meat (vld bis inheritance, Heb.12.16, Then they |c_ 
would not be cf the number of thoſe , that ſodoted upon Purchaſes, and ond 
Farms, and Oxen, that &hþey made light of going to the Lords Supper, Lube 
14-18, G,20, Nor of the Gadarens mind, who preferred their Hogs be- 
ore Chriſt. Then would they know 1t better to want all things , than 
rhat one needſul thing 3 whereas now they deſire all other things and neg- |, 
le& that one thing which 1s ſo needful. They would hold it far better,and 
In good ſadneſs to be ſaved witha few,as Noah was 1n the Arb,than 1n good |,, | 
fellowſkip, with the multitude, to be drowned in fin, and damned for 
company. Nor would they think it any diſparagement to thezr wiſdoms, |, .. - 
© change the.r minds, and be of another judgment to whart rhey are. Fe 


CHAP. XXIIL 


ScR.2.QEcondly, Are the Joys of Heaven fo unſpeakable and glorious? 
> How then ſhould we admire the love and bounty of God, and 


ſed ſo great a Reward? Andfor the obtaining of ſuch an happy ſtate, y 
kath 1mpoſed ſuch an eafie Task. Yea more, 1s Heaven fo unſpeakably |, 
ſweer and deleQable, is Hell fo unutterably doleful ? Then let nothing be | 
thought too much that we can either do or ſuffer for Chriſt, who hath |; 
Jreed us from the one, and purchaſed for us the other. Though indeed, no- 

thing that we are able to door ſuffer here, can be compared with thoſe 

woes we havedeſervecd in Hell, or thoſe joys we are reſerved to in Hea- | 
ven. And indecd, that we are now out of Hell, there to fry in flames of 

fire and brimſtone,never to he freed 3 that we have the free offer of | 
Grace here,and everlaſting glory hereafter in Heaven,we are only behold- | 


rorments in Hell-fire, bemg only reprieved for a time : But from this ex- |, * 


tremity, and eternity of torment, 7iſus hath freed and delivered us. he 
O think then ! yea, be ever thinking of it, how -rich the mercy off - 
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nh, all the ſons of men on Earth, and Angels in Heaven, Which be- 
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Krkng ſo, let us ſtudy to be as thankful as we can. Hath Chriſt done 16 s 


much for us, and ſhal! we deny him any thing he requirerh of us ? Nor 
VCT|can any one in commen reaſon meditate ſo unbotromed a love, and not 
* 2\{tudy and ſtrive for an anſwerable and thankfvl demeanour. If a Friend 
OU, Jhad given us but a thouſandth part of wharGod andChriſt hath, we ſhould 
*Ollheartily love him all our lives, and think no thanks ſufficient : Whar 
 ©jprice then ſhould we ſet upon JeſusChriſt, who 1s the Life of our lives, 
ich ! "&. Gila. a 
*-Jand the Soul of our Souls ? Do we then for Chriſts ſake, what we would 
Ny do for a Friends ſake. Yea, let us abhor our ſelves for our former un- 
hankfulneſs, and our wonderful provoking of him. Hearken we unto 
Chriſts voice, inall that he ſaith unto us, withour being ſwayed one way | 
Mor another, as th6 moſt are? Let us whom Chriſt hath redeemed,exprets 
#7 four thankfulneſs, by obeying all that he ſaith unto us, whatever 1t coſts us, 
ince nothing can be too much to endure for thoſe picatures which ſhall 
endure for ever. As, Who would not obtain Heaven at any rate, at 
uk any coſt or trouble whatſoever ? 
X-| Tn Heaven is a Crown laid up for all ſuch as fiffer for Righteouſneſs, 
even a Crown without cares, without rivals,wicthout envy, without end; 
"> [And is not this reward nag fo all that Menor Devils can do againſt 


= us? Who would nor ſerve a thort Apprenticeſhip in Gods ſervice here, 
for [1 be made for ever free in glory ? Yea, who would not be a Ph!pot for 


amonth, ora Latarys for a day, or a Stephen for an hour, that he migher 
IS, |be in Abrahams boſome for ever ? Nothing can be roo much to en- 
dure, for thoſe pleaſures that endure for ever. Yea, what pain can 
we think too much to ſuffer ? What little enough to do, to obtain erer- 
Ity ? For this incorruptible Crown of Glory in Heaven? 1 Pet. g. 4- 
where we ſhall have all tears wiped from our eyes; where we ſhall Lat x 
F to ſorrow, ceaſe to ſuffer, ceaſe to ſi, where God ſhall turnall the wa- 
er of our affiifions, inco the pure wine of endleſs and uncxpreffible 
omfore. | 
| You fhall ſometimes ſee an hired ſervant, venture his life for his new 
Maſter, that will ſcarce pay him his wages at the years end; and czn we 
ſuffer roo much for our Lord and Mater, who givethevery one that ſer- 
eth him, not Fields and Vineyards, as $24! pretended, 1 S2m.22.7 .%c. 
x or Towns and Cities, as Cicero 15 pleaſed ro beaſt of Ceſzr, but even an 
hundred-fold more than we part withal here 1n this hife, and erernal Man- 
lons 1n Heaven hereafter, 7Zobn 14-2. 
St. Pal faith, Our light affii&ici, which is but for « moment, cauſeth 
4 far more excellent and eternal weight of givty, 2 Cor.q.17,18. Where 
ore rhe incomparable and infinite difference, berween the Work and 
he Wages ; light afiiiion, receiving a weight of Glory ; and momen- 
" [any afftif{ion eternal glory, Suitable ro the reward of the wicked, 
xhoſe empry delights live and die in a moment; bur their unſufferable 
puraſhment 15 interminable and endleG6. Threir pleaſure is ſhort, their 
pain everlaſting; our Pain is ſhort, our Joy crernal. Bleſſed is the mas 
"hat endureth temptation, for when he 35 tryed, be ſhall receive the Crown of 
Wes Zames 1. 12. | 


OF Thirdly To ra)! ad aro enel{ary cho coaccoaco 1.019 wi... _ P 
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folly 18 1t then, orrather madneſs, for rhe ſmall pl;aſure of ſome baſe luſt 
ſome paltry profit,or fleeting vanity (which pHieth away in the very a&,a 
' thetaſtzof a pleaſant drinb dieth fo ſoonas It 1s down) to bring upon ou ms 
ſelves 1n another world,torments withoxt end, and beyond all compaſs of con fe: 
Ceit-? kr 
Fourthly, Is 1t (0? that God hath (ct before us //j- and death, haves} bl 
and hell,as a reward of gvo4 and evil; leaving us as it were to our choicrh ds 
Whether we wil! be complcatly and everlaſtingly Dapp) z or miſcrable:wnl} of 
\ what relolution and zcal ſhould we forbue e, to make our calling and eligh 8n, 
flion ſure 7 not making our greateil buſineſs, our leaſt and lat cavre.l know bu 
well, thou hadit rathcr when thou dicft,, go to 14421 with Chris in hi cl, 
Kingdom for evermoure, than be contined to a prypetual priſon or Frrnan = 
6f fire and vr imſtone, there to be tormented with the Nevil and his An 7d, 
gels; If 10, provoke notthe Lord, who 1s great and taryible,of mot glovie on 

ous Majeily, and of Sn purity : and who hath equally promilſcd [a 
vation unto thoſe which b'ry bis Comm ann »ts, and threatned ercrnal no 


aeath and diſt 1;770n to ti of; who br, al thiiz. For ashe 13 to all repint.ant br 
fannci's 4 molt my: tjul God, [94.3 34.0, 10 10 all wiltul and ampenttent ſrn- be 
ners, hc IS 2 CONJUmBpng fares ann Al je 410 1SGald,Hib 12429. Dear. 4-24» he 


- Therc was a king. who having no 1/1 ro fucceed him,clpicd one day] t10 
a well favourcd and foward 'y Toi, he took hin to the Court, and com- 
' mitecd him to Tixtors ro  iofirodt Jum, providing by his Will, that if he _ 
proved fit jo; Govermn: , he thou'd be Crowned. King; if nat,he [houid} Ro 
be. bept in Chazns, and v7 m44c 4 Galiey (au? The Youth wasmiſſed,and} vil 
negl:fed both bis Tus good Coun(el, and is Book, (0 as his Maſter corre lin 
&cd him, and ſaid, C 7 4t thes breweſt what bonour 45 prepared for the? } He. 
and what thou art lis: to .0je by this thy idie and luoje carringe ! jill cho | 
wilt aſterwards, when"tis too (ute, ſorely rue this. And when he grew to} gle 
years, the Kzng dzec, whole Conn:iiland Exeritors: perceiving him to bel all 
utterly unfit for. $::2t- G 200{r1ment, called hun before them , and decla/ 
red the Kings will and pleature, which was ac: ordingly pcrtormed ; W1 
for they cauſed him to ve fitterid, and committed to the Gaileys, there to yo. 
toil, aud tug at the Or pe rpe rally , where he was whapt and laſht , j | 
be remitted his ſtrobe nt, (o little, where he had leiture to conſider 
with himſclf, that nuw he was chain? a, who might have walb:dgrt li-| ne\ 
b:rty 3 now he wasa [1.1 who might, if he would, have been a Kijng;) Hel 
now he was over-raied by Trhs, who might have ruled ouir Chriilians| $ 
The thought whereof could not but double his miſery , and make him-ter: 
bewall bis ſorrow with t:ars of blood. Now this hereafter will be the] ftra 
caſc of all carcleſs perions,ſave that this comes as ſhort of that,as Farth| tho 
comes /hort of Hiaven,and temporary miſery of eternal, Wherefore if thou] you 
wouldit have this this to become thy very calc, go on in thy wilful and &ter 
perverſe impenitency ; but if nor , berhink rhy (elf, and do there} G11 
after, and that without delaying one minute: For there 1s no redemption G 
from He!lg1f once thou comeſt there: And there thou nuytt be (for ough] hezr 
thou knoweſt) this very day, yea before thoscanſt /wallow ; 11 [15561 ot al mn 
L dicft this many in thy natural @ond1ition. 2ct 


> ->Y 
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Many men take liberty to ſin, and continve In a trade of fin, becauſe 
- God is merciful : but they will one day find thar he 1s juſt as well ns 
ud merciful. There 3s mercy wits God (faith the P(a!m/t) that be may be 
n{ feared, not that he may be deſpiſed, blaſphemed,e#c. Pſa/m 130.4. Yea, 

know this, and write 1t in the Table book of thy memory, and upon the 22- 
"nl ble of thy beart. That if Gods bountifulneſs and long juffrring towards thee; 
co} does not lead thee to repentance, it will double thy doom, and en:reaſe the pile 
wy of thy torments. And that every day which does nor a»atz of thy vecbor- 
lid ing, will encreaſe it : And that thou by thy hardneſs and immenttency, ſhalt 
Wee but treaſure up unto thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the Di- 
hi claration of the juſt jadgment of God, Rom.2.4,5,5 
47 Now this 7udge hath told us, that we muſt give an account for every 
in idle word we ſþiab, Mat.12.36. much more then for our wicked a&ti- 
1/4 ons; therefore beware what thou doſt againſt Im, 
4/4 Men may dream of too much ſtriftneſs in holy courſes, but they dy 
nal} not confider the power, the purity, and ſtricincſs of che Judge. He who 
:nth brings even 1dle words to judgment, and forgets not a thought of diſc- 
/n-| bedience, how will he ſpare our groſs negligence and preſumprion ? 
hew our formality and 1rreverence 1n his ſervice, much more our flag:- 
ay] tious wickednels, Heb. 12429, 


f 
he Sefl.3, Wherefore, as you ever expe or hope for Haven and Salut 
20n, as you would eſcape the tormensing flames of Hell-fire, ceaſe to do i- 
nd] v21, learn todowel!, For Sandtification 13 the way to Glorification, Ho- 
rel line(s to eternal happineſs. If we would have God to glorifee our bodies in 
' lt Heaven, we alſo muſt glorifie God in our bodies bere on Earth. 


—_— 
— 
an. 


And now for concluſion: Are the 7oys of Heaven fo unſpeakable and 
ro} glorious? the torments of Hell ſo wotul and dolorous ? Then 1t behoves 
be all Parents and Governours of Families, to ſee to their Childrens and Ser- 
| vants ſouls, and that they miſcarry not through their neglect. As tell me, 
4 ;| Will not their blood be required at your hands, if they periſh through 
ry your negle&t ? Will itnot be fad to have Children and Servants rife up 
n judgment againſt you, and to bring 1n Evidence at the great Iripu- 
nal of Chriſt ? ſaying, Lord, my Father never minded me, my Maſter 
{i never regarded me; I might fin, he never reproved me; 1 mught goto 
ng) Hell, 1t was all one to him. Will not this be fad? | 
15. Secondly, It it be fo, ler Childrenand Servants confider, that "tis bet- 
um-rer to have luſt reſtrained, than ſatisfied : "ris betterto be held 1n, and re- 
the ſtrained from fn, than ro have a wicked liberty. Be not angry with 
/th{ thole who wil! not ſee you damn your ſon's, and let you alone : rev are 
10u] your beſt Friends, Pear the Arobrs of Gads anger, be they ſpiritual or 
nd} &ternal, ore than the ſtroves of mens. What's a Fetter to a Dungcon 2 A 
rel Gallows to Hell-jory ? 

Give not way to imaginary, ſpeculative, heart-f1as :- 2{utther 78 the 
heart, uncleanne(s inthe eye, and thoughts given az to, will cotne to aft- 
A al murthcr, and bodily wncleanneſsatlaſt, Kyep $4714 2f £ Diſtamce, if he 
2ct but in,he'will be too hard for you. And {et fo much lorve to have. _* 
paon Croken of Hrammn and Fu)! A. . 0 
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Upon the on/Thaye ſtood the longer,that ſo I might, if God opleaſe, 
be a means to fave {6me with fear, plching them out of the fire of - Gods | 
wrath, under which, withour repentance, t&ey muſt lye everlaſtingly. 

-. And for the other, T have , like the Searchers of Canaan, brought you 
acluſter of Grapes, to give the Reader ataſte thereby, of the plentiful 
vzntage we may expe, and look for in the h'avenly Canaan. 

> Now 1f any would truly know themſelves, and how 1t . 'II fare with | 
them in the-end, Jet them read the whole Boob, out of which this 1s 
taken, viz. The whole duty of a CWWiſtian. Which Book 1s Licenſed by 
Joon Pownane and Thomas Gataker | 


Prinedat che Charge of -Chrits- Hoſpital,according to 
. _ ©? the Willa the Donor; 1677. 
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